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The concept of 'distance education' began in India as a movement
of homestudy in the name of correspondence course in the 1960s, evolved
into the largest concept of distance education in the 1970s, and opened
out to open education system in early the 1980s. The open education
system has been developed to meet the evergrowing demand for higher
education. The main objective of open education is to provide
opportunities for higher education to a large segment of the population
including those in employment, women and adults who wish to acquire
knowledge or upgrade their skills in various fields. The benefits and
facilities of open education such as accessibility to higher education for
a large segment of population with off campus system supported by
multi media communication, flexibility with regard to the eligibility for
enrollment, choice of subjects, methods of learning and cost effectiveness
have been contributing to the development of the system. The challenge
of 21st century is how to provide access to higher education to large
numbers of the growing population.
The philosophy of open education is learner orientation and enables
the learner to learn at his own pace and place. The important features
of open education display the following: (1) open entry (2) flexibility
in the choice of subjects (3) degree of cumulative credits, (4) teaching
at a distance (5) continuous and /or terminal assessment (6) joint
production of courses by subject experts (7) integrated multi-media
communication (8) cost effectiveness, etc.
Thus, open education system is a parallel and complementary
stream of education and promotes national integration and integrated
development of the human personality.
Open education system was brought to India in August, 1982, with
the establishment of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University (formerly
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